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An annual review of ASP events, academic initiatives, student opportunities, upcoming
courses, and alumni news from the 2025-2026 academic year.

Community Events

Screenings of My Sweet Land and
Aurora's Sunrise anchored a year
of public programs, panels, and
lectures.

Student Support

New Travel and Research Grants
provide year-round opportunities for
undergraduate and graduate
students.

Student Research

ASP expanded student-led research,
including work to document the
history of Armenian Studies at UC
Berkeley.

Courses

ASP continues its rich academic
curriculum by offering courses in the
summer and fall of 2026 in linguistics,
Armenian language and history.
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Dzovinar Derderian

Dear ASP Community Members,

We have reached the end of another wonderful academic year. We were thrilled to have started off the
fall semester with a packed auditorium for the screening of My Sweet Land at the Law School with the
Human Rights Center back in September. We were similarly excited to end the spring semester with so
many of you at the screening of Aurora's Sunrise at BAMPFA. We also had a rich program of panels
and lectures this year, including a series on The Environment and Armenian Studies.

In an effort to excavate the history of Armenian Studies at UC Berkeley our student Harout Albarian,
who graduated last year, put together a list of lectures and their posters going back to 1986, as well as
a list of Armenian Studies courses taught at UC Berkeley in the past three decades. This project was
made possible with the archives preserved by ISEEES as well as archival material generously donated
to us by Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian. I plan to expand this project through an Undergraduate Research
Apprentice Program (URAP) in the fall, allowing our undergraduate students to research the history of
our program and alumni.

This year we have created new opportunities for our undergraduate and graduate students to receive
Travel and Research Grants. Students can apply to these grants all year round. We are also thrilled
that we will be welcoming new graduate students focusing on Armenian Studies, whom I will formally
introduce in the fall. With ASP's financial support to students in various social sciences and humanities
departments at UC Berkeley, we intend to expand our graduate student body at UC Berkeley and
would welcome your support in this journey!

Thank you all for being part of our community this year by joining our lectures, attending our classes
and supporting us. I would like to also thank our student assistant Norair Khalafyan for all the help he
provided with our events this year, as well as Harout Albarian for his great work creating the content
and design of our website and posters. As always ASP is grateful for the support of Zach Kelly and Jeff
Pennington at ISEEES.

Finally, I would like to thank and celebrate ASP faculty Dr. Myrna Douzjian who is the heart and soul of
our academic curriculum and degree program, and has completed her tenth year of teaching at UC
Berkeley.

Please check out our Upcoming Courses and Alumni Highlight below.
Wishing you all a great summer!

With best wishes,

Dzovinar Derderian

Executive Director, ASP

Assistant Adjunct Professor, History



Summer 2026 ASP Course

We are happy to announce that PhD Candidate Julianne Kapner is
teaching an Armenian Studies course this summer titled Language
in its Social Context: The Case of Armenian. The course will be held
online and is open to all UC students, visitors from other
universities, and adults with no university affiliation. Please check
out her class and register soon if interested.

Registration Note

The summer course is online and open to UC students, visitors from other
universities, and adults without university affiliation.

Fall 2026 ASP Courses

ARMENI 101A: Continuing Armenian

ARMENI 1A: Introductory Armenian

HISTORY 100M: Marriage in the Middle East
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ARMENI 122
SLAVIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES

Language in its Social Context:
The Case of Armenian

July 6 - August 14
Tu, W, Th

1:00 - 3:30 pm Class# 16126

This course explores the complex social and historical
forces that shape languages and language behaviors
across time and space, introducing key concepts in
sociolinguistics and historical linguistics with a
particular emphasis on the case of Armenian.
Students will learn about themes such as language
ideology: language vitality; language and identity;
dialect variation; and multilingualism; and they will
apply those ideas to case studies from the Armenian
context. Examples will be drawn from Armenian in
the Republic of Armenia and the Diaspora, and (to a
lesser extent) from languages with historical and/ or
social relationships to Armenian, such as Arabic and
English. Students will apply and extend their
knowledge through a series of short projects, where
they will discover the role of language in their own
lives and weigh in on some of the debates they learn
about in class. This course is open to students
‘without experience in Linguistics or Armenian Studies
and will be a useful foundation for future coursework
in those fields.

Synchronous instruction

Session D Online/Web-based
6 Weeks | 3 Units

PREREQUISITES
+ No prerequisites, taught in
English
REQUIREMENTS CLASS FULFILLS
+ Approved elective for Slavic and
Linguistics majors and minors
« International Studies, L&S Breadth
+ Social & Behavioral Sciences, L&S
Breadth

'UC Berkeley
Summer Sessions
summer berkeley edu
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Catherine Manukyan '23

It's always our pleasure to hear back from our alumni,
especially when their paths cross with things Armenian
or Armenia itself. Our student Catherine Manukyan '23
was able to sit down with Harout Albarian '25 to talk
about her Journey Bridging Armenian Studies with
Healthcare Research in Armenia.

Read the alumni article.
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